MONOTHEISM OF HINDU RELIGION           53

Dwarapalakas of the Lord Vishnu offended the Devotees of God
by refusing them admission into the Sanctum-Sanctorum. The ^
Lord took up with these Dwarapalakas and asked them whether
they would prefer to enter 10 Janmas, as punishment, in the form
of friends of God or 3 Janmas as the enemies of God. The Dwara-
palakas preferred to take 3 births as enemies of Lord Narayana.
These are manifested in Hiranyakasipu and Hiranyaksha against
Lord Narasimha, Ravana and Kumbhakarna in Ramavatara
and Sisupala and Dantavakthra in Krishnavatara.

A number of aphorisms are given in the Ramayana. For
instance in the Sundarakanda,
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For women there is no ornament more valuable than their husbands.
Sfq-T ^ grW^T ^KT W (f^TT^n:) I
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Honour the wives of others and protect
them as you will your own. Set an example by
loving your own wife.

There is an emphasis on the duties of the Hindu wife in the
Ayodhyakanda.
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Though a woman may attain a very high
state by the observance of fasts and ceremonies,
treads the path of sinners, if she is not devoted
to her husband. Thus Sita is idealised along
with Rama.

" When a snake is about to die it lies down in the middle of
the road " says Soviet causases by David Tutaff. ct Evils most of
all on their departure show evil " says Shakespeare. Ravana just
before his last battle with Sri Rama summoned all the Gods, gave
them peremptory orders to act according to his bidding and because
Ravana had the boon and the strength from the Gods, the Devathas
carried out his wishes. It was at midnight that he gave them the